
 
 

 
 

 
FRUSTRATING CONDITIONS ON DAY TWO OF 

PANERAI BRITISH CLASSIC WEEK 2016  
 
18 JULY 2016 – The second day of racing at Panerai British Classic Week 

brought glorious sunshine, but a frustrating lack of solid breeze. The Race 

Committee’s decision not to run the Around the Island Race today was 

vindicated, but despite their best efforts it was only possible to complete a 

significantly truncated race for the 6 Metre and 8 Metre Classes.  They did get 

a race underway, the second in the series, for Classes 1 to 4, but the wind 

rapidly died away again and ultimately the race committee was forced to 

abandon those classes. 

 
Racing started to the west on a nine mile course initially heading upwind to 

East Lepe and then onwards to Newtown East buoy. The 6s and 8s started in 

the lightest of south-westerly sea breezes and with the last of the ebb under 

them managed to get away from the line in reasonable order.  

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

It was slow going, made harder as the tide turned flood against them, but an 

hour later the leading 6s were approaching the second mark of the course. 

With the flood building and the south-westerly faltering, the race committee 

wisely elected to shorten the race at that point.  6 Metre victory went to Robin 

Richardson’s St Kitts, with Andy Short’s Nancy second and Tom Richardson’s 

Thistle third. Asked for the secret of their success Rupert Richardson of St 

Kitts said, “Not doing anything extreme! We could see a spinnaker coming 

into the Solent from the West so we knew the wind was there and just made 

sure we avoided the edges and kept the boat going.  We only did about half a 

dozen tacks all race.” Overall St Kitts leads the regatta by three points from 

Thistle with Nancy in third. 

 

The 8 Metres followed the 6s across the line and on the water Christopher 

Courage’s Helen was first with Murdoch McKillop’s Saskia second, Peter 

Wilson’s If third and Avia Willment’s Siris fourth.  However, Helen had fouled If 

on the start line and was forced to take a 2% time penalty which dropped 

them down into second. Speaking after racing Helen’s Mike Jones explained; 



 
 

 
 

“It was a simple port/starboard on the start line and we were in the wrong, but 

in the light airs we couldn’t tack the boat quickly enough and If was forced to 

luff to avoid us. It was very frustrating as we won the race by around a minute, 

but with the penalty Saskia beats us by twelve seconds.”  Overall Saskia now 

leads the 8 Metre Class by three points from If with Helen two further points 

behind in third. 

 
For Classes 1 to 4, who were starting together, the situation was very different 

and they came to the line in a rapidly dying wind as a classic Central Solent 

battle between south-easterly and south-westerly sea breezes got underway. 

Initially the boats were beating off the line but half an hour in they had made 

only a few hundred yards’ progress, mainly thanks to the last of the ebb. For a 

while boats were pointing in all directions as they lost way trying to tack, but 

eventually the south-easterly worked its way west past Cowes and the boats 

on the mainland side of the channel were hoisting spinnakers, whilst those 

towards the Island were still beating. Twenty minutes later and the south-

westerly was back so spinnakers were down and light number ones were up. 

Sadly, the flood tide was now building fast and the race committee had no 

option but to abandon racing for these classes. 



 
 

 
 

 

Whilst the racing conditions may not have been up to scratch, the same 

cannot be said of Panerai’s hospitality and back ashore the sailors enjoyed 

delicious Italian antipasto and wines in the Panerai Lounge, followed by a 

special briefing to update competitors on changes to the schedule for the 

coming days. 

 
The forecast has improved considerably and the Race Committee has 

announced that the Around the Island Race sponsored by EFG will be run for 

Classes 1 to 4 tomorrow starting at 08.00 with the fleet heading 

east/clockwise around the Island. There will also be an inshore race starting 

at 10.00 for the 6 and 8 Metres and those not electing to go around the island.   

 

Wednesday will now feature two inshore races with the first start at 10.00 and 

the second as soon as possible thereafter. The Long Inshore Race sponsored 

by Classic Boat will take place on Thursday starting at 10.00 and the final 

race of the series, sponsored by Sandeman Yachts, will start at 10.00 on 

Friday.  

 



 
 

 
 

You can follow the racing action as it happens via the Live Race Tracker. 

 
News, results and photographs from Panerai British Classic Week will be 

posted at the regatta website www.britishclassicyachtclub.org/regatta.  Those 

wishing to receive additional information should contact Mary Scott-Jackson 

on mary@msjevents.co.uk.  
 
 
 
Regatta enquiries should be directed to: 
Mary Scott-Jackson 

MSJ Events      
Regatta House, 18 Bath Road, Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO31 7QN 

mary@msjevents.co.uk 

T: +44 (0) 1983 245 100 
Mob:   +44 (0) 7790 770 526   
 
Press enquiries should be directed to: 
Fiona Brown 

Regatta Press Officer 

Fiona.brown@fionabrown.com 

Mob:   +44 (0)7711 718470 

 
Panerai UK Press Office: 
Marie Huth / Jakob Huth 

Sidhu & Simon Communications  

marie@sidhuandsimon.com  

Jakob@sidhuandsimon.com 

T: +44 (0) 207 629 3599 

 

 
 

NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
THE BRITISH CLASSIC YACHT CLUB 
The British Classic Yacht Club was formed in 2001 to provide a congenial environment for 
owners and other classic yacht enthusiasts to share experiences and enjoy each other's 
company. Affiliated to the RYA, the BCYC strives to represent the interests of classic yacht 
owners and has developed good relationships with many leading yacht clubs in the UK and 
abroad. The officers of the BCYC are actively involved in both national and international 
discussions about the future development of classic yachting.  
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The membership of the BCYC now consists of more than eighty boats. In addition to the 
Club’s flagship annual regatta held in Cowes each July, the Club also organises a full 
programme of other racing, cruising and social activities in the Solent and on the East Coast, 
and supports the popular East Coast Classic Regatta in early June. BCYC yachts also 
participate in many important sailing events, including classic regattas in the Channel, 
Mediterranean and West Indies. 
www.britishclassicyachtclub.org  
 
 
OFFICINE PANERAI 
Founded in Florence in 1860 as a workshop, shop and school of watch-making, for many 
decades Officine Panerai supplied the Italian Navy in general, and its specialist diving corps 
in particular, with precision instruments. The designs developed by Panerai in that time, 
including the Luminor and Radiomir, were covered by the Military Secrets Act for many years 
and were launched on the international market only after the brand was acquired by the 
Richemont Group in 1997. Today Officine Panerai develops and crafts its movements and 
watches at its Neuchâtel manufacture. The latter are a seamless melding of Italian design flair 
and history with Swiss horological expertise. Panerai watches are sold across the world 
through an exclusive network of distributors and Panerai boutiques. www.panerai.com  
 
 
PANERAI CLASSIC YACHTS CHALLENGE 
In honour of its historic links to the sea, Officine Panerai has promoted classic sailing culture 
for many years through its sponsorship of the Panerai Classic Yachts Challenge, the leading 
international circuit for these vintage craft. In 2007, the company also acquired and restored 
the Bermudan ketch Eilean. Built in 1936 by the legendary Fife yard at Fairlie in Scotland, she 
is now the brand’s ambassador at vintage and classic boat rallies and regattas. 
www.paneraiclassicyachtschallenge.com  
www.youtube.com/pcycofficial  
www.eilean.it  
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