
 
 

 
 

 
NAUSICAA BEATS THE BIG BOYS ON DAY TWO OF 

PANERAI BRITISH CLASSIC WEEK 2014  
 
14 July 2014 - Day two of Panerai British Classic Week in Cowes featured 

the Around the Island Race sponsored by EFG International for Classes 1 to 4 

and a further Solent race for the 8 Metres. 

 

For those going around the Island it was a day of mixed conditions.  The start 

from the Royal Yacht Squadron was to the east with a strong flood tide 

pushing the fleet across the line, but very little wind.  The boats held their 

positions using engines until the last moment and the majority aimed to be as 

far offshore as possible for maximum tidal advantage.  For some the tactic 

was a success, but others found themselves drifting the wrong side of the 

outer distance mark and unable to return and start correctly.  

 

For those who started correctly, the sail out of the Solent was a slow affair, 

but as they passed Bembridge the sea breeze began to build and before long 

they were rail-down beating across Sandown Bay in glorious sun, big seas 

and 20 knots from the southwest. 

 

Michael Hough’s Spirit 52 Chloe had a brief drama on their way to St 

Catherine’s Point when crew member Dave Pittman was washed over the 

side by a big wave.  Fortunately the crew train regularly for just such an 

eventuality and they immediately gybed back, dropped the headsail and within 

three minutes a relieved Dave was back on board and changing into dry gear.  

After racing Dave joked that “All that man overboard training finally paid off!” 

 

Line Honours went to Sean McMillan’s Spirit 52 Flight of Ufford with an 

elapsed time of 9 hours, 26 minutes and 48 seconds.  Stephen O’Flaherty’s 

Spirit 54 Soufriere was hard on her heels with Chloe crossing third despite her 



 
 

 
 

man overboard drill.  The first true classic to finish was Christine and Giovanni 

Belgrano’s 1939 Laurent Giles sloop Whooper in fourth and Ebsen Poulsson 

and Ed Dubois’ 1965 Sparkman and Stephen’s designed Firebrand was fifth 

home.   

 

Whilst the big boats had their moment in the line honours, it was actually a 

day for the small boats once the handicaps were applied thanks to a 

favourable tidal gate at the Needles.  Nausicaa, the delightful 1939 Berthon 8 

Ton Gauntlet owned by David Messum, led the giant killing with a corrected 

time of 8 hours 57 minutes and 51 seconds, beating second placed Whooper 

by 7 minutes and 32 seconds.  Cereste, Jonathan and Scilla Dyke’s 1938 

Shoreham Ten Tonner was third, Sir Michael Briggs’ 1904 Fife 30 Rater 

Mikado took fourth and Bill Hogg’s 1966 McGruer 7 Meter cruiser racer 

Zaleda was fifth. 

 

The individual class winners were Flight of Ufford in Class 1, Firebrand in 

Class 2, Whooper in Class 3, and Nausicaa in Class 4.  The 8 Metres raced 

inshore but the strong winds saw several gear failures and as a result only 

two boats finished, with Lord Cork and David Glasgow’s Athena beating 

Murdoch McKillop’s Saskia. 

 

Tomorrow two Solent races are planned for all classes with a first start at 

10.00.  Après sailing the competitors will enjoy the Open Yachts Pontoon 

Party, allowing participants to view each others yachts whilst listening to live 

music and enjoying refreshments sponsored by BCYC, Classic Boat and 

Wight Vodka. 

 

Racing continues until Friday 18 July and the event will conclude with a 

Parade of Sail past the Royal Yacht Squadron and Cowes Green at 11.00 on 

Saturday 19 July. 



 
 

 
 

Full results and further information about Panerai British Classic Week can be 

found at the regatta website www.britishclassicyachtclub.org/regatta.  Those 

wishing to receive further information about the regatta should contact Mary 

Scott-Jackson on mary@msjevents.co.uk.  
 
 
Regatta enquiries should be directed to: 
Mary Scott-Jackson 

MSJ Events      
Regatta House, 18 Bath Road, Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO31 7QN  mary@msjevents.co.uk 

T: +44 (0) 1983 245 100 

Mob:   +44 (0) 7790 770 526   
 

Press enquiries should be directed to: 
Fiona Brown 

Regatta Press Officer 

Fiona.brown@fionabrown.com 

Mob:   +44 (0)7711 718470 

 

Panerai UK Press Office: 
Marie Huth 

Sidhu & Simon Communications  

marie@sidhuandsimon.com 

T: +44 (0) 207 629 3599 

 

 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
THE BRITISH CLASSIC YACHT CLUB 
The British Classic Yacht Club was formed in 2001 to provide a congenial environment for 
owners and other classic yacht enthusiasts to share experiences and enjoy each other's 
company. Affiliated to the RYA, the BCYC strives to represent the interests of classic yacht 
owners and has developed good relationships with many leading yacht clubs in the UK and 
abroad. The officers of the BCYC are actively involved in both national and international 
discussions about the future development of classic yachting.  
 
The membership of the BCYC now consists of more than eighty boats. In addition to the 
Club’s flagship annual regatta held in Cowes each July, the Club also organises a full 
programme of other racing, cruising and social activities in the Solent and on the East Coast, 
and supports the popular East Coast Classic Regatta in early June. BCYC yachts also 
participate in many important sailing events, including classic regattas in the Channel, 
Mediterranean and West Indies. 
www.britishclassicyachtclub.org  
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OFFICINE PANERAI 
Founded in Florence in 1860 as a workshop, shop and school of watch-making, for many 
decades Officine Panerai supplied the Italian Navy in general, and its specialist diving corps 
in particular, with precision instruments. The designs developed by Panerai in that time, 
including the Luminor and Radiomir, were covered by the Military Secrets Act for many years 
and were launched on the international market only after the brand was acquired by the 
Richemont Group in 1997. Today Officine Panerai develops and crafts its movements and 
watches at its Neuchâtel manufacture. The latter are a seamless melding of Italian design flair 
and history with Swiss horological expertise. Panerai watches are sold across the world 
through an exclusive network of distributors and Panerai boutiques. 
www.panerai.com   
 
 
PANERAI CLASSIC YACHTS CHALLENGE 
In honour of its historic links to the sea, Officine Panerai has promoted classic sailing culture 
for many years through its sponsorship of the Panerai Classic Yachts Challenge, the leading 
international circuit for these vintage craft. In 2007, the company also acquired and restored 
the Bermudan ketch Eilean. Built in 1936 by the legendary Fife yard at Fairlie in Scotland, she 
is now the brand’s ambassador at vintage and classic boat rallies and regattas. 
www.paneraiclassicyachtschallenge.com  
www.youtube.com/pcycofficial   
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