
 

 

Champagne Sailing On EFG International Race Day At 

Panerai British Classic Week 2013 

 

8 July 2013 

With glorious hot sunshine and 6-10 knots from the east-north-east, competitors in 

EFG International Race Day at Panerai British Classic Week enjoyed champagne 

sailing for their first race of the regatta. After yesterday’s light airs frustration the 

teams were delighted to get afloat and race. Race Officer Tony Lovell set his courses 

in the Eastern Solent giving the crews plenty of challenges as they balanced finding 

the best wind with keeping out of the tide. 

 

Although conditions were generally quite sedate there were none the less a few 

dramas on the racecourse. Cuilaun, Brian Smullen’s McGruer ketch, and Infanta, 

John Hall’s Philip Rhodes designed bermudan yawl, found themselves engaged in a 

minor incident at a mark rounding when Cuilaun briefly ran out of wind and ended up 

stationery on the tide in the approach to the mark. Unfortunately Infanta was hard on 

her heels and had no way of avoiding them. Fortunately the contact was minor and, 

in the true Corinthian spirit of the regatta, they reached a gentleman’s agreement on 

the necessary repairs back in the bar.  

 

The other highly entertaining drama was to be found aboard Gulvain, whose crew of 

Brits, Frenchmen and an Aussie clearly had something of a language barrier. Chris 

Mannion only purchased the boat, a Laurent Giles ocean racer, this year and pulled 

his crew together somewhat last minute, combing several of the previous owner’s 

French crew, some British friends and Neil Cusworth from Geelong in Australia. After 

racing Neil explained. “We’ve had a fantastic day.  Half the crew can speak English 

and half French and we’d never sailed together before. They were yelling at us in 

French and we were yelling back at them in English with none of us understanding 

the other.  But despite it all we figured things out and sailed really well. It’s my first 

time at Panerai British Classic Week and my first time sailing on the Solent and it’s 

been fantastic.” 



 

The fastest boat of the day went to Jonathan and Scilla Dyke’s Cereste, a Shoreham 

Ten Tonner designed by Robert Clarke, who completed the course in an elapsed 

time of 2.28.20 and won Class Four by 2 minutes 17 seconds. Jonathan is taking 

such a relaxed approach to the event that he was blissfully unaware of their 

achievement until he checked in with the Race Office some time after coming ashore, 

when his only comment was a slightly shocked “Did we really?”. Second in Class 

Four was Richard Wallrock’s Beeleigh, a 1913 Fred Sheppard auxiliary cutter, with 

Zarik, Mark Whiteley’s Comu designed 1966 cruising ketch, third.  

 

In Class Three victory went to Rob Grey’s Clarionet, the 1966 Sparkman and 

Stephens sloop famed as one of the most successful race boats of all time, who may 

have been newly out of the refit yard just this week, but clearly had lost none of her 

winning ways.  Andy King’s 30 Square Metre Gluckauf, designed and built by 

Abeking and Rasmussen in 1929, lived up to her nick name of the Flying Toothpick 

by taking second with Josephine, a Philip Rhodes Bermudan sloop owned by David 

Messum, third. 

 

Class Two went to Lord Cork and David Glasgow’s 1938 Tore Holm 8 Metre Athena 

with a comfortable margin of over six minutes on corrected time.  Behind her the 

battle for second place was extremely close with Gildas Rostain’s Stiren, a 48’ yawl 

designed by Olin Stephens, beating Murdoch McKillop’s Saskia, a William Fife 7 

Metre, by only 20 seconds on corrected time. 

 

In Class One for the Modern Classics the ever-slick crew of Stephen Jones’s Meteor, 

designed by Stephen himself and built by Farrow-Chambers, put in an almost 

faultless performance to claim the top step of the podium.  Michael Hough’s Chloe 

and Sean McMillan’s Flight of Ufford, both Spirit Yachts, completed the top three. 

 

Post racing crews enjoyed hospitality in the Panerai Lounge and mellow blues music 

in the Bar Marquee as well as the EFG International Race Day prize giving where 

Daniel Gerber, Head of Private Banking at EFG International, presented the prizes.  

This evening festivities move on to the Royal Yacht Squadron for the Welcome 

Reception. 

 

Tomorrow’s weather forecast promises more steady breezes from the north east of 

around 8-12 knots.  Two races are scheduled for the Racing Divisions and there will 

be a cruise in company for the Rally Division, which comprises yachts who love to 

take part in the regatta but elect not to race.  After sailing there will be an “Open 



Yachts” Pontoon Party where the sailors are invited to visit each other’s yachts whilst 

enjoying live music and later, a hog roast. The regatta continues until Saturday 13 

July with racing every day until Friday and a Parade of Sail past the Royal Yacht 

Squadron to conclude the regatta on Saturday. 

 

For further information and details about the Panerai British Classic Week please 

visit www.britishclassicyachtclub.org/regatta.  You can also follow the regatta via 

Facebook and Twitter. 

 

 

 

Regatta enquiries should be directed to: 
Mary Scott-Jackson 
MSJ Events      
Regatta House, 18 Bath Road, Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO31 7QN  
mary@msjevents.co.uk 
T: +44 (0) 1983 245 100 
Mob:   +44 (0) 7790 770 526   
 
 
Press enquiries should be directed to: 
Fiona Brown 
Regatta Press Officer 
Fiona.brown@fionabrown.com 
Mob:   +44 (0)7711 718470 
 
 
Panerai UK Press Office: 
Marie Huth 
Sidhu & Simon Communications  
marie@sidhuandsimon.com 
T: +44 (0) 207 629 3599 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
About the British Classic Yacht Club  
The British Classic Yacht Club was formed in 2001 to provide a congenial 
environment for owners and other classic yacht enthusiasts to share experiences and 
enjoy each other's company. Affiliated to the RYA, the BCYC strives to represent the 
interests of classic yacht owners and has developed good relationships with many 
leading yacht clubs in the UK and abroad. The officers of the BCYC are actively 
involved in both national and international discussions about the future development 
of classic yachting.  
 
The membership of the BCYC now consists of more than eighty boats. In addition to 
the Club’s flagship annual regatta held in Cowes each July, the Club also organises a 
full programme of other racing, cruising and social activities in the Solent and on the 
East Coast, and supports the popular East Coast Classic Regatta in early June. 
BCYC yachts also participate in many important sailing events, including classic 
regattas in the Channel, Mediterranean and West Indies. 
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Officine Panerai 
Founded in Florence in 1860 as a workshop, shop and school of watch-making, for 
many decades Officine Panerai supplied the Italian Navy in general, and its specialist 
diving corps in particular, with precision instruments. The designs developed by 
Panerai in that time, including the Luminor and Radiomir, were covered by the 
Military Secrets Act for many years and were launched on the international market 
only after the brand was acquired by the Richemont Group in 1997. Today Officine 
Panerai develops and crafts its movements and watches at its Neuchâtel 
manufacture. The latter are a seamless melding of Italian design flair and history with 
Swiss horological expertise. Panerai watches are sold across the world through an 
exclusive network of distributors and Panerai boutiques.  
www.panerai.com  
 
 
Panerai Classic Yachts Challenge 
In honour of its historic links to the sea, Officine Panerai has promoted classic sailing 
culture for many years through its sponsorship of the Panerai Classic Yachts 
Challenge, the leading international circuit for these vintage craft. In 2007, the 
company also acquired and restored the Bermudan ketch Eilean. Built in 1936 by the 
legendary Fife yard at Fairlie in Scotland, she is now the brand’s ambassador at 
vintage and classic boat rallies and regattas. 
www.paneraiclassicyachtschallenge.com  
www.eilean.it  
 
 
About EFG International 
EFG International is a global private banking group offering private banking and 
asset management services, headquartered in Zurich. EFG International's group of 
private banking businesses operates in around 30 locations worldwide, with circa 
2,000 employees. EFG International's registered shares (EFGN) are listed on the SIX 
Swiss Exchange. 
www.efginternational.com;  
www.efgsailing.com 
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